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REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

Kirkby-in-Ashfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district. 
As  you  are  aware,  I have  not  held  office  as  your  Medical 
Officer  during  any  portion  of  the  past  year,  but  this 
Report  has  now  to  be  made  by  me  owing  to  the  death  of 
your  late  Medical  Officer  at  about  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  Report  is  therefore  based  mainly  on  the  records  of 
my  predecessor  in  office  and  on  the  observation  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  past  year. 
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In  connection  with  the  above,  I may  remark  that  it 
is  with  sincere  regret  that  we  have  to  record  the  death  of 
your  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  H.  S.  Maxwell, 
which  occurred  on  the  8th  December,  1914.  He  held  the 
office  for  a period  of  18  months  and  during  that  time  he 
carried  on  the  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  Public  Health 
with  great  spirit  and  enthusiasm  which  was  only  subdued 
by  his  indifferent  health.  Unfortunately  the  condition  of 
his  health  during  the  latter  period  was  such  that  it  pre* 
eluded  him  from  carrying  out  plans  of  reform  which  he 
had  hoped  to  see  matured  for  the  benefit  of  the  district. 

Certain  features  which  are  well  known  to  you  and 
may  appear  to  be  merely  a repetition  are  required  to  be 
detailed  in  this  Report  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
I refer  to  the  physical  features  and  general  characteristics 
of  the  district. 

Geographically  the  district  is  situated  on  the  north- 
west boundary  of  the  county  and  comprises  an  acreage  of 
5,814  acres.  The  district  is  divided  into  three  wards, 
namely,  East,  West,  and  South,  the  first  named  being  the 
most  largely  populated  and  the  habitations  in  it  most 
concentrated  ; the  other  two  are  more  or  less  composed  of 
scattered  hamlets,  particularly  the  South  Ward. 

In  the  East  Ward  the  surface  is  generally  of  light 
loam,  the  subsoil  being  sand.  In  the  West  Ward  there  is 
a stratum  of  magnesian  limestone  covered  with  a layer  of 
loam  which  becomes  stronger  in  a west  and  south-westerly 
direction.  In  the  South  and  East  Wards  beds  of  clay 
appear. 

The  district  is  hilly  and  is  on  the  average  about  580 
feet  above  sea  level,  the  valleys  thus  giving  ample  facilities 


for  drainage  purposes,  on  the  gravitation  system,  through- 
out. 


The  principal  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  that  of 
coal  mining,  the  remainder  are  occupied  as  railway 
workers,  hosiery  operators  and  some  are  engaged  in 
farming. 

The  district  is  served  by  two  railways,  a third  passing 
through  with  no  depot  in  the  rateable  area,  and  a fourth 
is  in  course  of  completion  which  will  render  service  for 
both  passenger  and  mineral  traffic. 

The  Eeport  is  divided  into  parts  with  a view  to 
making  it  interesting,  systematic  and  complete. 

Part  I is  taken  up  with  tables  and  figures  shewing 
the  annual  increase  of  the  population,  the  total  number 
of  deaths,  and  the  death  and  birth  rates. 

Part  II  deals  with  Infantile  Mortality,  Zymotic 
Diseases,  Phthisis,  etc. 

Part  III  is  intended  to  deal  with  the  Sanitary 
conditions  of  the  district,  the  work  accomplished  and  the 
reforms  which  still  require  to  be  carried  out. 

The  tables  in  the  appendix  show  very  clearly  the 
incidence  of  disease  and  death,  also  the  decline  of  the 
death-rate  during  a period  of  10  years. 
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Vital 

statistics 


Birth-rate 


F^RTT  I. 

The  populatian  of  the  Urban  area  as  taken  at  the 
census  of  April,  1911,  was  15,379.  It  is  estimated  for 
this  year  to  be  16,905,  divided  into  the  Wards  as  follows: 

East  West  South 

Occupied  bouses  ...  1552  ...  970  ...  859 

Unoccupied  houses  ...  — ...  1 

Population  ...  ...  7760  ...  4850  ...  4295 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  501. 
This  gives  an  annual  birth-rate  of  29*0  per  1000  of  the 
population,  being  the  lowest  rate  on  record  except  during 
the  year  1912,  when  it  was  28*5  per  1000.  The  full 
statistics  of  births  will  be  observed  in  the  following  tables. 


7 

TABLE  I. 
Showing  Births  in  Wards : — 


East 

Ward 

West 

Ward 

South 

Ward 

Totals 

1st  Quarter 

51 

35 

23 

109 

2nd  Quarter 

61 

36 

37 

134 

3rd  Quarter 

71 

43 

31 

145 

4th  Quarter 

49 

31 

33 

113 

Totals  1914... 

232 

145 

124 

501 

Totals  1913... 

352 

135 

118 

505 

Totals  1912... 

236 

125 

110 

471 

Totals  1911... 

236 

167 

124 

527 

Totals  1910... 

249 

152 

120 

521 

Totals  1909... 

254 

191 

134 

579 

Totals  1908... 

226 

179 

138 

543 

Totals  1907... 

236 

165 

134 

535 

Totals  1906... 

237 

158 

118 

513 

Totals  1905... 

211 

161 

123 

495 

Births  occurred  quarterly  as  follows  : — 


Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1st  Quarter 

62 

...  43  ... 

1 

3 

2nd  Quarter 

72 

61 

1 

• • • 

3rd  Quarter 

71 

...  67 

1 

...  6 

4th  Quarter 

54 

57  ... 

1 

1 

259 

228 

4 

10 

Totals  1913 

228 

258 

7 

12 

„ 1912 

226 

227 

9 

9 

„ 1911 

265 

237 

13 

12 

„ 1910 

274 

231 

6 

10 

„ 1909 

...  297 

261 

7 

14 

„ 1908 

264 

262 

7 

11 

„ 1907 

249 

267 

12 

7 

„ 1906 

250 

247 

10 
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Ward  Birth-rate  : — 

East  Ward 

West  Ward 

South  Ward 

1914 

29*8 

29*9 

28*8 

1913 

32*7 

28*4 

27*4 

1912 

30*7 

26*1 

26*3 

1911 

44*7 

31*7 

22*7 

1910 

32*3 

30*8 

27*4 

1909 

33*5 

38*8 

30*7 
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Birth-rate  for  the  last  10  years  for  whole  district : 

1914 

29’0  per 

1000  of  the  population 

1913 

30.1 

J>  >5 

1912 

28*5 

>>  f) 

1911 

34*2 

}} 

1910 

30*6 

M 

1909 

34*3 

JJ 

1908 

33*0 

>5  )) 

1907 

33*3 

)>  )> 

1906 

32*7 

)}  )) 

1905 

34*2 

))  >} 
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Death-rate 


One  hundred  and  eighty-six  deaths  were  registered  ill 
the  district  during  the  year.  Of  these  two  were  non- 
lesidents,  both  of  which  come  under  the  heading  of  violent 
deaths ; in  each  case  an  inquest  was  held,  one  verdict 
was  accidentally  drowned,  the  other  one  of  suicide. 
Deducting  these  two,  which  have  been  transferred  to 
another  district,  it  gives  us  a local  death-rate  of  10*8  per 
1000  of  the  population.  We  have,  however,  three  deaths 
of  residents  which  occurred  in  institutions  outside  the 
district,  and  were  transferred  to  us,  making  a nett  total  of 
187  deaths  for  the  year,  with  a death-rate  of  11*0  per 
1000  of  the  population.  This  is  a remarkably  low  figure 
for  a district  of  this  description,  where  almost  every 
individual  over  the  age  of  15  years  is  given  to  incessant 
manual  labour  and  the  greater  portion  of  them  working 
at  the  coal  mines,  where  the  nature  of  their  employment 
predisposes  them  to  certain  troubles  of  the  respiratory 
organs. 


Death-rate  for  the  past  10  years  : — 

1905 

111  per  1000  of  the  population 

1906 

11-3 

?? 

1907 

101 

J 1 

1908 

118 

) 1 

1909 

111 

yy 

1910 

12'5 

yy 

1911 

10-9 

1912 

115 

yy 

1913 

117 

y y 

1914 

no 

y y 
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It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  death-rate  has  been 
brought  down  and  maintained  during  this  long  period  to 
a figure  which  is  below  the  mean  average  of  Urban 
districts  in  the  County,  which  in  1913  was  12  5 per  1000 
of  the  population. 

The  statistics  for  the  Wards  are  interesting.  The 
East  Ward  has  a death-rate  of  11  ’2  per  1000  of  the  pop- 
ulation, which  in  1913  was  12'3,  1912  12  2,  and  1911 
12‘1.  The  West  Ward  has  for  this  year  a death-rate  of 
9*4  per  1000  of  the  population,  as  against  lO’l  in  1913, 
11*0  in  1912,  and  8*7  in  1911.  In  the  South  Ward  the 
death-rate  for  1914  is  11*4,  1913  9 1,  1912  93,  and  1911 
10‘5.  During  the  period  of  the  past  10  years  the  East 
Ward  has  an  average  death-rate  of  11’2,  the  West  Ward 
11‘4,  and  the  South  Ward  11*2. 
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TABLE  II. 


Showing  deaths  at  all  ages  in  Wards : — 


East 

Ward 

West 

Ward 

South 

Ward 

Totals 

1st  Quarter 

22 

16 

25 

63 

2nd  Quarter 

26 

10 

9 

45 

3rd  Quarter 

20 

10 

8 

38 

4th  Quarter 

21 

10 

7 

38 

Totals  1914... 

89 

46 

49 

184 

Totals  1918... 

95 

49 

39 

183 

Totals  1912... 

93 

53 

39 

185 

Totals  1911... 

85 

40 

40 

165 

Totals  1910... 

90 

71 

52 

213 

Totals  1909... 

80 

76 

44 

200 

Totals  1908... 

72 

68 

54 

194 

Totals  1907... 

81 

41 

41 

163 

Totals  1906... 

63 

63 

52 

178 

Totals  1905... 

64 

50 

48 

162 
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Deaths  occurring  quarterly 

1st  Quarter 
2nd  Quarter 
3rd  Quarter 
4th  Quarter 

Totals  1914 
„ 1913 

„ 1912 
„ 1911 

„ 1910 

„ 1909 

„ 1908 

„ 1907 

„ 1906 

„ 1905 


Females 

Total 

33 

63 

16  ... 

45 

21  ... 

38 

22 

38 

92 

184 

95 

183 

83 

185 

73 

165 

95 

213 

87 

200 

102 

194 

30 

113 

93 

178 

76 

162 

■ * 

Males 

30 

29 

17 

16 

92 

88 

102 

92 

118 

113 

92 

83 

85 

80 
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Infantile 

Mortality 


Infantile  Mortality, 

There  were  56  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a mortality  of  111*7  per 
1000  births,  as  against  120*7  for  the  preceding  year,  and 
128*0  for  1912,  and  an  average  infantile  mortality  for  the 
last  10  years  of  128*3.  This  decrease  is  very  pleasing  to 
record  and  again  proves  the  value  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Health  Visitor,  who  visits  the  homes,  giving  advice  and 
help  in  the  proper  feeding,  clothing  and  care  of  the 
infants,  the  necessity  for  fresh  air,  etc. 


A suggestion  has  been  made  as  to  the  advisability  of 
the  formation  of  what  is  called  a “ Babies  Welcome,”  or 
an  Infant  Consultation  Centre.  The  scheme  is  very 
strongly  supported  by  the  M.O.H.  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  Dr.  Newsholme,  and  parliamentary  grants  in 
aid  are  being  given  towards  the  formation  and  support  of 
such  a centre,  not  exceeding  half  the  expenses  entailed. 
The  idea  is  to  supplement  the  work  which  a Health  Visitor 
has  hitherto  done,  and  which  has  been  proved  to  be  so 
beneficial  to  the  welfare  of  infant  life,  by  the  formation  of 
a clinic  for  expectant  mothers,  giving  them  any  necessary 
advice,  and  also  a combination  of  home  visiting  as  well  as 
a clinic  for  infants  and  children  up  to  the  school  age. 
This  subject  is  very  appropriate  now  particularly  on 
account  of  the  war.  The  scheme  has  undoubtedly  great 
advantages.  The  only  difficulty  is  as  to  whether  such  a 
scheme  could  be  applied  to  such  a district  as  ours  with 
any  measure  of  success  at  all.  At  present  it  seems  very 
doubtful  whether  full  advantage  could  be  taken  of  it  by  a 
majority  of  the  mothers.  However,  this  matter  will  no 
doubt  come  up  again  for  discussion  by  you  at  a later 
date  as  it  is  undoubtedly  very  important. 
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In  the  meantime  there  is  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  much  useful  work  is  being  done  in  this  department 
and  that  much  of  the  former  wastage  of  infant  life  is 
being  prevented  which  will  be  seen  from  the  comprehen- 
sive figures  in  the  table  printed  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

During  the  year  your  Health  Visitor  was  asked  by 
the  Education  Committee  to  visit  one  of  the  Schools  and 
give  a lecture  on  Hygiene.  This  took  place  and  I believe 
it  was  a success. 

I may  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  elementary  rules 
of  Hygiene  should  form  a part  of  the  curriculum  of  the 
education  at  school,  so  that  the  rising  generation  may 
know  better,  how  to  protect  themselves  against  preventable 
diseases,  particularly  those  arising  from  dirty  homes  or 
filthy  surroundings. 

Reverting  again  to  the  subject  of  mortality  amongst 
infants,  I think  there  is  one  fact  that  is  remediable  and 
that  has  a very  important  bearing  on  the  subject,  and 
that  is  the  condition  of  the  milk  when  given  to  the  infant. 
It  very  frequently  happens  that  an  infant’s  fatal  illness 
really  began,  some  time  previously  perhaps,  by  an  attack 
of  gastro-enteritis  which  so  weakens  the  child  and  lowers 
its  vitality,  that  it  is  predisposed  to  contract,  say  an 
attack  of  pneumonia,  which  ultimately  brings  about  its 
death.  This  attack  of  gastro-enteritis  is,  to  my  mind, 
often  due  to  the  condition  of  the  milk  at  the  time  it  is 
ingested  by  the  infant.  The  Reports  of  previous  years 
have  dealt  with  the  milk  supply  and  with  the  great 
necessity  of  the  careful  handling  of  it  from  the  time  it  is 
milked  to  the  time  it  is  handed  over  to  the  purchaser,  and 
after  this  in  the  home  itself,  and  this  last  point  cannot  be 
urged  too  strongly. 
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It  is  useless  to  take  trouble  with  the  cowsheds  and 
cows,  the  milkers  and  purveyors,  if  after  the  delivery  of 
the  milk  it  is  allowed  to  stand  in  the  house  exposed  to 
dust,  flies,  and  sometimes  a polluted  atmosphere  where  it 
soon  decomposes  or  becomes  poisoned  by  some  foreign 
matter.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  it  should  be 
kept  in  a cool  place  and  protected  from  the  invasion  of  the 
fly  or  germ-laden  dust.  On  reference  to  Table  IV  in  the 
appendix  you  will  notice  that  the  very  common  causes, 
i.e.,  Debility,  Marasmus,  and  Prematurity,  accounted  fora 
large  proportion  of  infant  deaths,  being  24  = 42*7  per  cent. 

Whooping  Cough,  which  was  very  prevalent  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  accounted  for  five  deaths,  and 
Pneumonia  carried  off  seven. 

Five  of  the  deaths  were  of  illegitimate  children,  out 
of  the  14  that  were  born,  being  35*7  per  cent,  or  a death- 
rate  of  357  1 per  1000.  The  death-rate  of  illegitimates 
is  usually  very  high,  but  this  year’s  figures  are  below 
those  of  preceding  years. 


Infantile  Mortality 

occurring 

quarterly 

in  Wards 

4 

East 

West 

South 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

Total 

1st  Quarter 

9 

4 .. 

10 

23 

2nd  Quarter 

6 

3 .. 

3 

12 

3rd  Quarter 

5 

4 .. 

2 

11 

4th  Quarter 

6 ... 

1 

3 

10 

26 

12 

18 

56 

Whole  Infantile  Death-rate  per  1000  births  111*7. 
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Infantile  Death-rate  per  1000  births  in  Wards  : 


1914 

1120 

82*0 

145*1 

1918 

142*8 

96*8 

101*7 

1912 

114*4 

104*0 

154*5 

1911 

152*5 

107*7 

129*0 

1910 

136*5 

177*6 

1250 

1909 

114*1 

167*5 

111*9 
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PART  II. 

TABLE  I. 


Showing  Notifiable  Zymotic  Diseases  : — 


r 1 year 

vs 

S-i 

CD 

nS 

g 

vs 

rH 

S-i 

CD 

ns 

G 

G 

vs 

Cd 

u 

CD 

ns 

G 

G 

nS 

vs 

nH 

CD 

nS 

G 

G 

ns 

vs 

ZD 

u 

CD 

ns 

G 

G 

ns 

su 

CD 

> 

O 

ns 

TJX 

CD 

ns 

nS 

G 

G 

G 

G 

ns 

c 

G 

c3 

c3 

£ 

o3 

VS 

VS 

VS 

VS 

-4-3 

O 

rH 

vs 

rH 

Cd 

nH 

ZD 

EH 

Diphtheria 

and 

Membranous 

Croup 

2 

5 

12 

2 

• * • 

. . . 

... 

21 

Erysipelas  ... 

• • • 

... 

6 

15 

3 

3 

27 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

3 

12 

72 

23 

5 

• • • 

118 

Enteric  Fever 

. . . 

* • • 

* • • 

3 

2 

• • • 

5 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

• • • 

‘ • * 

1 

10 

17 

2 

• • • 

30 

Other  Tuber- 

cular  Diseas’s 

1 

i ! 

1 

• . • 

• • • 

3 

Opthalmia  ... 

8 

• • • 

. . . 

• . . 

3 

207 
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TABLE  II. 


Shewing  Notifiable  Zymotic  Diseases  occurring  in  Wards  : 


East  Ward 

West  Ward 

South  Ward 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous 
Croup 

16 

8 

2 

Erysipelas 

11 

9 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

48 

57 

13 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

4 

• • • 

1 

Phthisis 

15 

7 

8 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases 

2 

• • • 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorium ... 

2 

1 

• • • 
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TABLE  III. 


Shewing  Zymotic  Diseases  occurring  in  months  : — 


January 

February 

ea 

P 

k— 1 

April 

May 

June 

►“5 

August 

September  | 

October  | 

November 

December 

Totals 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous 
Croim 

4 

8 

3 

3 

5 

2 

1 

21 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

4 

27 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

21 

7 

18 

7 

10 

6 

22 

6 

7 

14 

3 

2 

118 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Phthisis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

4 

3 

5 

2 

1 

• • • 

1 

5 

5 

2 

30 

Other  Tuberculai 
Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Ophtalmia 

Neonatorium 

1 

1 

1 

Q 

O 

21 


During  the  year  207  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
notified  ; of  this  number  118  were  Scarlet  Fever.  An 
epidemic  in  mild  form  has  been  general  throughout  the 
country,  and  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  attack,  doubt- 
less undiscovered  and  consequently  unisolated  cases  have 
been  the  means  of  spreading  the  disease.  The  East  and 
West  Wards  again  suflered  the  most  heavily  in  this 
respect,  and  figures  again  point  to  the  fact  that  where 
children  have  the  most  opportunities  of  congregating 
together  in  Picture  Houses  and  places  of  amusement,  the 
greater  the  risk  of  disease  of  this  nature  being  spread  and 
the  greater  the  importance  of  such  buildings  being 
periodically  disinfected,  and  w^hen  not  in  use,  the  doors 
and  ventilators  being  thrown  wide  open  to  circulate  a 
current  of  fresh  air  through  the  building  for  a few  hours 
each  day. 

Diphtheria,  including  Membraneous  Croup,  was 
responsible  for  21  notifications,  occurring  principally  in 
children  of  school  age,  namely  between  5 and  15  years. 
In  no  case  was  the  disease  traceable  to  any  specific 
sanitary  defect  at  the  homes  of  the  patient,  consequently 
attention  had  to  be  turned  to  other  directions,  and  we 
recommended  to  you  that  the  street  gullies  when  cleaned 
out  (an  operation  which  often  reduced  the  water  below 
the  seal),  that  these  should  be  filled  again  with  fresh 
water  and  so  prevent  any  escape  of  sewer  gas  into  the 
streets,  as  the  points  where  gullies  are  fixed  in  the 
streets  are  often  the  very  spots  which  children  select  for 
play,  and  if  the  gullies  are  unsealed  the  children  are  in 
danger.  Of  these  cases  three  terminated  fatally. 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified,  and 
five  of  Enteric  Fever.  Four  in  the  East  Ward  and  one  in 
the  South,  excepting  the  latter,  which  had  a fatal  termin- 


22 


ation,  the  cases  were  of  a somewhat  mild  type. 

Thirty  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year.  This  is  four  less  than  the  number 
notified  in  the  preceding  year,  whilst  the  number  of 
deaths  resulting  from  this  disease,  namely  14,  is  the  same 
number  as  recorded  in  1918.  It  is  too  early  as  yet  to 
estimate  the  results  of  the  Order  of  1912,  making  this  a 
notifiable  disease.  The  action  taken  on  receipt  of  a notifi- 
cation is  that  the  home  of  the  patient  is  visited  by  the 
Medical  Officer  and  proper  instructions  are  given  as  to  the 
preventive  measures  to  be  taken  against  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  The  premises  are  examined  as  to  their  sanitary 
fitness,  and  when  any  defects  are  found  steps  are  taken  to 
have  the  same  remedied.  The  cases  are  reported  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  and  after  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  sanatora,  or  after  death  as  the 
case  may  be,  the  house  is  disinfected.  It  sometimes 
happens  that  the  cases  are  not  notified  until  all  hope  of 
recovery  or  even  prolongation  of  life  has  vanished.  In  such 
cases  the  patient  is  robbed  of  any  of  the  benefits  which 
might  accrue  from  the  Sanitary  Authorities  power  of 
administration  of  the  Local  Government  Board  Order  of 
December  20th,  1912,  under  which  special  powers  are 
given  to  the  Local  Authority.  It  will  be  observed  that 
if  an  early  diagnosis  was  made  and  an  equally  early 
notification  sent  in  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  the  chances 
of  those  attacked  by  this  disease  would  be  considerably 
enhanced.  You  are  now  being  asked  to  supply  the 
apparatus  necessary  to  assist  in  this  diagnosis,  which  if 
granted  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  district  will  be 
able  to  take  advantage  of,  free  of  cost. 


Non-Zymotic  Diseases. 

Organic  Heart  Disease  accounts  for  21  deaths  or  11 '3 
per  cent. 

Brochitis  accounts  for  14  deaths  or  7*5  per  cent. 
Pneumonia  accounts  for  25  deaths  or  13*4  per  cent. 

Organic  Heart  Disease  and  Bronchitis  are  most 
severe  with  older  people,  whilst  Pneumonia  claims  most 
victims  from  the  very  young  who  are  least  able  to  resist 
the  attacks.  Thirty  deaths  were  recorded  between  the 
ages  of  45  and  65  years  and  43  over  65  years.  Of  this 
number  32  were  over  the  age  of  70,  being  17*2  per  cent 
of  the  total  deaths,  whilst  the  infant  mortality  is  equiva- 
lent to  30’1  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

Is  it  not  in  this  phase  that  we  find  the  sum  total  of 
Public  Health  Work,  to  save  the  infants  and  prolong 
life  as  far  as  possible,  to  reduce  the  percentage  of  infant 
deaths  and  raise  the  percentage  at  the  other  extreme  of 
life. 


Nine  inquests  were  held  and  the  following  verdicts 

given  — - 

3 cases  of  suicide  (one  non-resident). 

1 accidentally  burnt. 

1 accidentally  killed  by  fall  of  roof. 

1 accidentally  drowned  (non-resident). 

1 accidentally  killed  by  tram. 

1 accidentally  hanged. 

1 blood  poison  and  pneumonia  arising  from  accident. 


24 


Water 

supply. 


House 

scavenging. 


Refuse 

destructor. 


Sewage. 


F3 A RT  III. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  district,  obtained  from  your 
own  Waterworks,  still  remains  very  good  in  quality  and 
abundant  in  supply.  The  intermittent  supply  in  Church 
Street  area  still  remains.  During  the  year  a complaint 
was  received  from  a neighbouring  authority  respecting  the 
water  supply  of  an  outlying  farm,  which  they  considered 
suspicious  and  from  which  farm  that  district  obtains  a 
milk  supply.  A sample  of  the  water  was  immediately 
taken  and  submitted  to  analysis.  The  result  of  the  test 
was  quite  satisfactory  and  the  water  pronounced  to  be 
safe  for  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  work- 
men and  the  district  is  kept  very  clean,  the  number  of 
complaints  having  been  reduced  to  a minimum. 

A new  Refuse  Destructor  is  in  course  of  construction 
and  will  be  ready  for  work  in  the  early  spring.  This 
should  prove  of  immense  value  to  the  district  from  a 
sanitary  point  of  view.  The  practice  of  disposing  of 
refuse  at  any  available  tip,  which  is  both  insanitary  and 
unsightly,  will  then  be  discontinued. 

The  new  Sewage  system  which  was  opened  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  a very 
good  effluent  is  the  result.  The  quantity  of  water- 
received  at  the  outfall  works,  in  stormy  times,  is  very 
great  and  difficult  to  deal  with.  This  raises  the  question 
again  of  dealing  effectively  with  surface  water,  particularly 
in  the  Park  district,  the  whole  of  which  is  at  present 
discharged  into  the  sewers,  causing  the  same  to  become 
overcharged  and  a greater  amount  of  water  to  be  dealt 
with  at  the  outfall  works.  The  flooding  at  “ The  Hill  ” 
has  not  yet  been  remedied. 
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This  very  important  feature  of  Public  Health  admin- 
istration has  occupied  your  serious  attention  during  the  Mnk  supply 
year.  Your  Veterinary  Inspector  in  company  with  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  examined  the  whole  of  the  milk  cows 
in  the  district  and  some  outside  your  area  from  which 
milk  was  brought  into  your  district,  and  11  cows  out  of 
the  number  wTere  certified  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

These  were  reported  under  the  Order  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  dated  18th  February,  1918,  to 
the  County  Council,  that  authority  being  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  1894.  A 
difference  of  opinion  arose  between  your  Veterinary 
Inspector  and  the  Inspector  employed  by  the  County 
Council.  The  latter  authority  were  asked  to  agree  to  an 
independent  examination,  but  this  was  not  acceded  to. 

The  facts  were  communicated  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  after  considerable  time  had  elapsed  no  action 
was  taken  in  the  matter. 

The  object  of  the  Order  referred  to  was  not  attained 
and  the  Order  itself  proved,  in  this  instance,  a failure. 

What  actually  happened,  however,  was  that  the  owners 
of  the  diseased  cows  took  the  opportunity  of  disposing  of  ' 
them  whilst  the  final  correspondence  was  in  progress. 

The  danger  from  the  milk  supply  was  therefore  removed 
whilst  at  the  same  time  a favourable  chance  was  given 
to  the  “slink  ” butchers  to  practice  a nefarious  trade  in 
small  scattered  districts  where  supervision  is  difficult.  A 
later  examination  of  the  milk  producing  cows  showed  that 
the  effect  of  the  Council’s  efforts  had  been  a success ; 284 
cows  were  inspected  and  all  were  healthy.  It  is  quite 
safe  to  say  that  never  before  has  there  been  such  a good 
quality  and  healthy  herd  of  cows  in  the  district.  The 
ventilation  and  cleanliness  of  cowsheds  and  the  cleaning 
of  the  cows  udders  are  now  receiving  better  attention  from 
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the  cowkeepers  and  on  the  whole  there  is  a most  pleasing 
improvement. 

The  method  of  delivering  milk  by  the  purveyors  in 
this  district  is  far  from  the  ideal.  A pail  containing  two 
or  three  gallons  is  taken  from  door  to  door  and  the 
quantity  required  by  customers  is  measured  out.  Each 
time  this  has  to  be  done  it  is  necessary  to  take  off  the 
lid  from  the  pail  and  thus  expose  the  contents  to  the 
surrounding  air,  dust,  or  any  foreign  matter  which  may 
be  blowing  about.  It  would  be  infinitely  better  if  the 
milk  was  placed  in  bottles  and  sealed  at  the  dairy  and  so 
delivered  to  the  customers,  thus  avoiding  any  dangers 
from  further  exposure. 

The  water  carriage  system  is  compulsory  in  all  new 
property. 

The  closet  accommodation  of  the  district  is  as  follows  : 


Pail  Closets  ...  — 

2452 

Midden  Privies 

49 

Water  Closets  ... 

886 

Waste  Water  Closets 

2 

The  conversions  made  during  the  year  are  : 

Privies  fixed  to  moveable  receptacles 
Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  to  fresh  w.c’s 
Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  to  waste  w.c’s 
Privies  with  moveable  receptacles  to  fresh  w.c’s 
Privies  with  moveable  receptacles  to  waste  w.c’s 


41 

8 
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The  whole  of  the  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are 
private  property  and  are  inspected  systematically  and  the 
carcases  examined.  During  the  year  85  stones  of  beef 
have  been  seized  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  which  was 
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condemned  and  destroyed.  In  a number  of  instances 
organs  affected  with  disease  have  been  destroyed  also. 
The  slaughter-houses  are  licenced  each  year  and  are 
situated — 

East  Ward  West  Ward  South  Ward 

6 4 5 

The  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  are 
subject  to  periodical  inspections  as  to  their  sanitary 
arrangements,  cleanliness,  ventilation,  etc.  A list  of 
outworkers  is  obtained  from  contractors  twice  each  year 
and  in  case  of  any  disease  of  an  infectious  nature  occurr- 
ing where  such  work  is  done  necessary  steps  are  taken  to 
prevent  any  spread  arising  from  the  goods,  which  is 
principally  hosiery.  There  are  4 factories,  13  workshops, 
and  25  workplaces. 

I would  like  to  again  draw  your  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  a steam  disinfector,  for  the  thorough  disinfec- 
tion of  bedding,  clothing,  and  other  textile  articles.  An 
apparatus  of  this  kind  is  particularly  essential  in  the 
cases  of  comsumption.  After  a patient  has  been  removed 
to  a sanatorium,  or  if  the  case  proves  fatal,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  bed,  bedclothes,  garments  which  have  been  in 
use,  carpets,  curtains,  etc.,  with  which  a consumptive  has 
been  in  contact,  should  be  removed  and  disinfected  by 
means  of  steam,  before  being  put  to  further  use.  Such  a 
precaution  would  protect  the  rest  of  the  family  from  the 
risk  of  infection  from  such  articles.  If  this  disease  is  to 
be  grappled  with  successfully  this  is  a preventive  measure 
which  must-be  taken. 

The  question  of  housing  accommodation  in  the 
district  has  not  improved  during  the  year.  The  demand 
being  far  greater  than  the  supply,  there  were  prospects  of 
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a revival  in  the  building  trade  when  the  war  broke  out 
and  the  price  of  material  advanced  so  rapidly  that  build- 
ing schemes  were  postponed. 

For  the  same  reason,  coupled  with  the  indifferent 
health  of  your  late  M.O.H.,  operations  under  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act  have  not  been  proceeded  with. 

A large  and  well  arranged  block  of  new  Schools  have 
been  erected  and  opened  on  Vernon  Road.  This  has 
thrown  into  disuse  the  temporary  schools  in  the  East 
Ward  which  were  unsuitable  for  such  a purpose. 

No  improvement  has  yet  been  made  at  the  Portland 
Row  Schools  by  the  County  Authority  although  that 
authority  has  promised  to  give  the  matters  laid  before 
them  their  attention. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  the  honour  you  have 
done  me  in  electing  me  as  your  Medical  Officer,  and  also 
to  say  that  my  best  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  W.  Massey, 
your  very  able  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  very  great  help 
he  has  rendered  me  in  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MAURICE  E.  KAYTON. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 


LADY  HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

KIRKBY-IN-ASHFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1914. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  first  visits  paid  were  478, 
and  re-visits  2857,  making  a total  of  3835  visits. 

First  visits  were  made  immediately  after  the  tenth  day  from 
birth,  and  subsequent  visits  are  regulated  as  circumstances  require. 


The  Births  registered  were 

...  501 

,,  ,,  notified  ,, 

...  503 

,,  ,,  not  notified  ,, 

4 

Illegitimate  Births  ,, 

14 

Stillbirths 

...  17 

Deaths 

56 

Deaths  under  1 week 

18 

,,  between  1-2  weeks 

4 

,,  »»  2-3  ,, 

4 

CO 

1 

0 

,,  ,,  1-3  months 

11 

,,  „ 3-6  ,, 

7 

,,  „ 6-9  ,, 

5 

„ 3-12  „ 

7 

56 


Breast  fed  up  to  and  over  1 month 

82 

= 17*9  per  cent 

,,  ,,  ,,  3 months 

31 

= 6*7 

5) 

>>  >>  b ,,  ... 

262 

= 57*3 

>> 

Breast  and  artificial  feeding  combined 

56 

= 12*2 

>> 

Wholly  artificially  fed 

26 

5*7 

Total  ... 

• • • 

457 

Deducting  22  deaths  under  2 weeks,  the  remainder  were  fed  as  follows: 

Breast  fed 19  = 55'8  per  cent. 

,,  up  to  3 months  ...  ...  3 = 8*8  ,, 

,,  and  artificial  feeding  combined  1 = 2*9  „ 

Wholly  artificially  fed  ...  ...  ...  11  = 32*3  ,, 

35 

There  is  a distinct  improvement  in  the  percentage  of  breast 
feeding,  which  goes  to  prove  that  mothers  are  beginning  to  realise  the 
superiority  of  the  breast  feeding  over  any  other  foods.  There  were 
56  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  giving  an  infantile  death-rate  of 
111*7  per  1000  births  as  against  120*7  for  the  year  1913. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  FAWCETT, 


Health  Visitor. 


Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 


Department  during  year  1914. 


Appendix. 


Number  .of  Inhabited  Houses,  3,381. 
Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  &c. 

The  Council  possess  a Hospital  for  Small-pox.  Further  scheme  under  consideration. 


TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at  Death  during  year  1914. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District 
at  subjoined  ages 
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The  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  are  those  published  in  the  Quarterly 
Return  of  the  Registrar-General  for  January,  1914.  They  are  subject  to 
revision  when  the  causes  of  death  and  other  details  shall  have  been  finally 
classified  for  publication  in  the  Registrar-General’s  75th  Annual  Report. 
The  alterations,  however,  are  usually,  very  slight. 
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